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In our dry climete fire is an ever-present hazsrd. Every
summer thunderstorm brings the dsnger of lightning strikes, end tha{;lrli-
HeB.C4s Journels sre full of references to dense smoke from forest fires
throughout the srea,

Te H.B.C. post 1tself seems to have been free from fire
damege until June 1874, when a little settlement wes slready growing up in
the vicinity, with a smsll hotel run by “rnest Deassonville end John Wonnacot.

Unfortiinstely the roof of the ¥ .,B.C. gunpowder magezine had
recently caved in, and the powder had therefore heen moved to the store
house., John Talt, in charge of the post, reported the disaster in s letter
to company headquarters in Visteoris:-

"About one o'clock on the 4th., the large Store lHouse slong-
side of the 01d Sale Shop was dilscovered to be on Fire, by Mrs. Duprstt
who hes been cooking and locking efter E, Dessonville's Boarding licuse for
the pest two weeks, She gave the fire slsrm and woke up Mr. Wonnscott who
wes Sleeping in a Cabin st the resr of Dassonville's Boarding House.
Wonnecott ceame and woke me up.

"Wwhen I first sew the Fire from our dwelling House, 1t
seemed to me as If the flame extended over the whole length of the roof,
and as the wind wes from the Southwest, inclined me to think that the filre
must hsve started at thet end of the Bullding.

"It wes some 3 or 4 minutes efter I first sew the fire that
the Gunpowder ignited. It wes pleced sbout midway in the Bullding and close
to the wall nesrest to Dessonville's House. When the Powder exploded every
Stick of the iargu Bailding end a part of the Cld Store was brought to the

Ground, which undoubtedly saved sll the other sround from shering the ssme
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" The explosion did no herm further then bresking a number of
Penes of Class in our dwelling House, bursting in the kitchen dcor by a

Stick thet was carried there from the burning House. The Gable window in
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the new Store wes burst in and smeshed to pleces. Several Pesnes of Gless
‘n the new Store broken. Three windows in Dassonville's House were broken.
A pert of the Gable end of the Fouse and the roof of the Shed used ss a
kitchen was slso broken in, The only demege done indide of Dassonville's
Fouse was s small looking Gless, wash Basin & Sugsr Bowl broken, and & part
cf the Cotton sesling burnt. It is and will likely remein a mystery how the
fire originated. On the 3rd. end 4th, I wes beiling up our Furs end finished
on the afterncon of the 4th. between 5 & 6 o'elock. Ko Matoh or Fire wes
used in or near the building during the two deys I wes heving the Furs
baled., The Powder we had on hend wes in the room where the furs were, and
covered with Canvas & wrepped with red Balize, consequently perfectly sefe."

In 1884 the tiny community suddenly mushrocomed into a busy
villege a8 C.P'.f+ construction proceeded. In eddition to the buildings
elready estsblished, many stores, homes, end sheds, sll of wood, were erected
_nestily, to form & tightly-pscked mess of inflammsble material.

At the beginning of August e bleze started st the resr of
Mere's store. Men gathered cuickly, snd an estimated fifty formed a bucket
briwaae from the river. Thelr prompt sction doused the fire before it could
engulf the store or spreed to cther buildings.

Just s week later the roof of Shuswaep Mill (st the west end of
the present Riverside Park) ceught a spsrk, and agein it waes s case of sll
hénds to the buckets, Tinsmith Charles Miller, who hed recently opened a
nerdware store, led the fire-fighting crew very ably.

Thease events maede obvious the dire need for an orzanisstion
for fire protection. A meeting waes celled immedistely st the Cosmopolitsn

brde s chduinan T A Mare
Lctuﬁ, and & committee was set up to investigate the possibilities. Its
members were Michsel Iafan, owner-editor of the Inlend Sentinel, Ed Cennell,
proprietor of the Dominion Hotel, snd Tom Rosdley, ssddler end suctioneer.

A week later, after a thorough csnvass of businesses and house-

holders, they reported generasl enthusiasm for the formation of & properly







