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Perhaps the first attempt in the district to cater to holiday

recreation was made by Adam B. Ferguson of Savona, who advertised his Lakeview
—dotel a8 a f{ishing resort as early as 1890, Kamloops businessmen vied with
each other in stories of their prowess here with rod and reel,

But the population of the young city grew, and so did the desire of
a few of the hardier outdcorsmen to "get away from it all™ for a brief
heliday - away from the settlements and the railway into wild country.

The hunting fraternity mostly achieved this by an energetic few days
with pack-horse, bedroll, and gun each fall, but the fisherman wanted a more
relaxed escape in the heat of sumuer,

Some of them found the ideal spot at what is now called Lac Le Jeune,
earlier known simply and appropriately as Fish Lake. Many thanks for details
of this haven are due to Miss Doris Costley and foss Dalgleish, who have loved
it since their early childhood.

iad, In 1901 George Corthwick, manager of the Inland Cigar Factory of

-Hwinaloapa and later a barriere pioneer, and his friend James iilne Benzie, a
tinsmith who later wnrkadvgur N, S5, Dalgleish, decided to build a summer
home there, the first in the distriet.

They commissioned an Indian friend, Saul, to help with the building;
it was a solid log cabin, chinked with mud, with a sod roof - excellent
insulation against the summer sun or the chill winds of the hunting season.

They named it Jubilee Cottage in honour of (ucen Victoria's long
reign, and it is said that her Jubilee was celebrated very merrily many times
over., The owners were very generous in invitations to friends to share their
cottage, so that all summer long it seems to have been well populated by
happy families.

Among the most frequent visitors were Marsh Follock Gordon, owner of

E_J furniture store and Mayor 1897-1907, and his sons. Borthwick and Corden
had married sisters, who seem to have enjoyed the remote life as well as
their menfolk. 3

The fish seem to have been equally enthuslastic at that -ar}i}puriqd;
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almost every cast with fly, bait, or lure was avidly snapped, and most
weighed three pounds, with many much larger.

: There was as yet no road to the lake; wagons could be used for the

hfirst part of the journey, with pack horses or Shank's pony for the last lap.
Conseguently there were at first no boats, but plenty of rough rafts were
made and paddles cut, with very happy results.

When the holiday came to a clnsﬁ there was a final raft ride for
serious fishing; gunny sacks would be filled, and the proud visitor returned
to distribute fish to his less fortunate friends. The hospital too received
many such gifts. huske bl e s tat f.fuu;*n_ w 1B8S b for uscd a8 Londhe -
Arht ﬁﬂf;ﬂftlyiéhis activity David Lusk saw a pleasant business opportunity.
At the beginning of 1905, with partner or assistant Robert Cowan, he built
Fish Lake Hotel close to the water, with somewhat primitive accomodation for
fishing parties; this building still survives. Lusk was also appointed a
Deputy Game Warden. He had earlier had a small ecabin by the lake,

~— Success was immediate - and the bar extremely popular, but in the
fall Lusk was injured in an ac#ident on Coal Hill when returning to Kamloops.
Perhaps because of the effects of this mishap he retired from the hotel near
the end of the 1906 season, leaving Cowan in sole possession,

The Cowans realised the possibility of family patronage, and soon
built Rainbow Lodge a short distance up the bank in the woods, a little back
from the creek. He converted Lusk's place into a store house for boats and
tackle, and an off-season workshop for repairing and painting boats.

Dave Lusk's bar became but a nostalgicé memory for the old-tigers; ¥
the new hotel had no bar, and was a most dignified establishment, with Mrs,
Cowan in genial but very firm command. She was a big woman and a very hard
worker, as capable as any man for a long day's haymaking.

In 1926 Hobert Cowan, who had never been strong, became sick, and
~it was therefore necessary for them to move to Kamloops, where his wife ran

Usgood House for boarders as cpmpetently as she had managed the country

lorigla .






