BOARD OF THADE BEGINNINGS .,? :m{/ £ :

In most years when the Board of Trade officers are installed the
_ wuseum is asked for details about the history of the organisation. It is
_Hﬁh;refqre perhaps of interest to discuss its origin and early struggles.

When the City was incorporated in 1893 Kamloops began to develop
a sense of civic responsibility. There were occasional lapses - as when
Council meetings were repeatedly cancelled for lack of a quorum - but the
advantages of organised corporate action were becoming obvious,

At that time - and indeed this has continued up to the present
day - the majority of City Council were businessmen, and the promotion of
trade and industry and of a growing market formed a considerable part of their
agenda. But many felt that there was scope for a larger group to promote
business growth, unhampered by the Council's need to deal with mundane
essentials such as public utilities and assessument rolls.,

The prime mover towards the formation of a board of Trade was

~“artino Gaglfatta.-ﬂe had arrived at the end of 1288 tc open a bakery with

s Scala, and soon added a large general store on ﬁ#in Street (Victoria West),
with a smaller branch in East Kamloops, as the new settlement spreading from
the C.F.i. station was called.

He was an enterprising man; his advertisements had quite a
modern flavor, and he seems to have been the first in Kamloops to introduce
give-away gimmicks, including a house as prize in iﬁi 1895 Christmas grocery
lottery. Lventually his reach apparently exceeded his grasp; he was declared
bankrupt in 1898 after many charges and recriminations, and left the district
with his reputation sadly tarnished.

However, he was highly regarded in 1894, and called a meeting
in the City Council Chamber which was attended by most of the notables in
town. Mayor H. H. Lee (surveyor and engineer) was asked tp preside; aldemﬁ

‘esent were R. E. Smith (general store), J. J. Carment (commission agent),
x;hd Dr, Ed Furrer (C.P.i. and hospital practitioner), together with city
clerk M. J. Hclver and city solicitor W. H. Whittaker, who served as secretary.

OUthers present included ex-mayor Dr. Sibree Clark (coroner and
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daruggist), James Mcintosh (owner of Shuswap Mill, the waterworks, electricity

plant, and most of the property in the "old town"), C, H. Slater (manager of
-+he Hank of B.C.), J. M. Harper (general store), J. H., Morrison (butcher),
“Thomas Jioadley (saddler and auctioneer), A. H. Bain (confectioner), J. O.
Crahame (H.B3.C. manager), J. E. Saucier (jeweller and electrician}, Thomas
Costley (liveryman), W. T. Slavin (bookstore and telephone exchange), J. S.
Bennet (prospector and assayist), and J. H. Hussell (hotel owner).

Gagdietto outlined his conviction that a prperly organised body
could improve trading facilities in famloops, The Uominion Act regarding
Boards of Trade was read, as many were uncertain as to their functions and
powers, Grahame and several others felt that pressure could be brought tol
bear on the C.P.K., whose high freight rates had ineensed ranchers and city
businessmen alike.

ihe only man to speak against forming a board was lc4ntosh, an
ultraconservative, who felt that Boards in Vancouver, Victoria, and Calgery

id accomplished little, and that the time was not yet ripe for one in ;
‘Eamlaapa. I'his was almost word for word the speech he had made, successfully,
against incorporation in 1888, when his own business interests were—his-ocwn
business interedts were at stake,

This time too his influence was apparently felt., A committee
was appointed to investigate further, but nothing further appeared in the
Inland Sentinel until December 1895, when another meeting was held and another
committee formed. freight rates were still a running sore, but particular
impetus was given by the C.P.R. store car, which was selling to employees and
to ranchers on the line, to the chagrin of Kamloops merchants.

Enthusiasm now ran high. Another meeting was called in the
following week, the committeed reported favorably, and a charter was applied
for. A constitution was drawn up, using that of the Vancouver Board as the
__48is with minor modifications, and a wheel hub, to.duaignatn the Hub City,
was chosen as crest, The charter arrived in February 1896, and the E.C. Inland

Board of Irade was duly formed,






