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There have been several recent requests from old-timers with many
nostalgic memories of the peaceful delights of Hiverside lark to outline its
‘u:rly history. It seems timely to pay honage to the nmen of vision who first
planned-tha City's recreational facilities, before the present Centennial
project reduces park size, and an ever-increasing population makes overcrowding
and noise intolerable for the elderly.

The first effort was made bafo;e incorporation, when there were
merely two tiny villages, the Old Town in the west end and East Kamloops at
the CPR station. In 1289 the Electric Light Compeny decided to install lights
at First and Victoria to help link the two communities into a whole. To
complete the pleasant effect grass seed was sown and a few trees planted on
the north side, and the area was dignified by the title of fark. This was dome
by a few private individuals, since there was no civic authority as yet,

In 1289, too, St.Andrews and Caledonian Society laid out a race
track and sports field, with pavilion, east of the settlement near the present
H,ited Church. liere were sports of all kinds, and summer dancing. Bicycle
racing became a mania with every young man - and a few of the girls risked
life, limb, and long skirts in gentler jaunts before the bloomer era,

At this stage James lcIntosh's Shuswap Fill owned all the land to
the north of Lorne 5t. from about First to Third Avenues, with a large flour
and lumber mill and a hogyard for bacon - until public opinion was strong
enough to insist that the stench be suppressed. When the Caledonian Grounds
were sold there was agitation for a park and swimming pool, and it seems that
the Mill permitted people to replace pigs on the eastern portion of their
land., The Cycling Club laid out a good racing track, and bathers used the beach.

The mill burned in a dreadful conflagration in March 1901 and was |
not rebuilt, as McIntosh died soon afterwards, liext year his widow sold part
of the property to City for the development of a park. Under Mayor M.P.Gordon
Uuuncil showed an enthusiasm shared by the citizens, who promptly passed By-
Law 4l to provide irrigation. Swimming facilities were improved, and in 1905

a ladies' dressing room was built; even at that period there were frequent
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.quests for a bigger and better swimming pool.

By 19190 population had increased and needs were graﬁter. dayor
Jd.T.liobinson and Alderman Richard Bayntun were particularly keen on the Park
'hﬁdlprnmntad By-Law 138 for Improvements, which passéd easily. The ground was
levelled, with fill near the banks, and an athletic field laid out. Trees were
planted, and next year the grandstand was built, and an option taken on the
old Hospital grounds to permit enlargement. The beach was banked, and a bathing
constable hired each susmer to ensure swimming AfdéLf safety.

The park was always called Hiverside unefficially, but there was
now a decision to Honour Gecrge V and name it Coronation Park. The official
program for Kamloops Centenary uses this - but newspaper reporte of the events
refer to Riverside, so it would seem popular usage continued dominant.

In 1913 there was the {irst encroachment. The Agricultural Associ-
ation had suffered chronic financial difficulties, necessitating the sale of
Alexandra Park in North Kamloops. The Exhibition needed a home, and farmers
*~nted a market for direct sale of their produce, since strest sales were
protested by the merchants. City Council came to tha.rascun, permitting a
new Exhibition building to be erected at the east end of the Park; George
McBeth was contractor. The building was criticised as unsuitable for the Fall
Fair, but the fault seems to have lain in the Associationts plans rather than
the cuntréctor'a exscution.

With the onset of Yorld War 1l there was naturally little time or
enthusiasm for Exhibitions, although the weekly market continued awhile. In
1915 there was urgent need for training facilities for the Rocky Mountain
Rangers, and the Agricultural Hall was lent to them, and, at the peak,
housed 4U0 men. Tents were used in the adjacent park grounds., The main
-cantingent left for Europe next year, but the Hall continued to be used on

a much smaller scale for training and billets,






