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Fortune Drive is a modern arterial road in North Kamloops, but
most new-comers know little of the man in whose honour it was named.

" Yot sixty years ago he was one of the most prominent figures in the
district.

William Fortune was born in 1835 in Yorkshire, Englsnd, and is
said to have retained = strong Yorkshire accent all his life. He emi-
grated in 1857, geing first to Buffalo, New York State, where he worked
building streets. He was one of the gang who plowed the land for the
famous 3lack Rock Street. '

He soon left for St. David's, Ontarilo, where he worked as a tanner
for & few years. In 1862, however, the lure of Cariboo gold drew him
west, and he joined the famous "Ovérlanders". Another member was A. L.
Fortune, later a very successful farmer at Spallumcheen, but the two men
were quite unrelated.

When the party divided, Bill Fortune joined those who chose the
North Thompson route, and, after sz hazardous trip, landed in Kamloops in
mid-October, 1862. These adventures, and the onset of winter, persuaded
him to defer his search for gold, and he began work for the H.B.C.

At this time the new post, on the south side of the river, was
nearly finished, and there was great urgency to be ready for winter. For
this reason the Company was glad to employ several of the new arrivals.
Some of the old houses were taken across the river, and a large new one
was built, as well as a new store. Bricks had been baked of local clay,

T and timber rafted down the North River. Fortune's first jobs were packing

bricks and rafting logs for fencging.

Euring November the men asked for time to build their own cabins;
these were small mudded=-log lean-to shacks almost embedded in the hill-
side, and the work was finished in two days.

' Within a few years Fortune became one of the leading servants of
the Company; he was in charge of a mule team, and was entrusted with
the transport of mail and gold dust as well as freight. He also drove
the first wagon from Kamloops to the Cariboo.

gt During his trips to Yale with the pack train, he met Jane, the
daughter of Alex McWha, an Irish packer. They were married in lé&ﬁ in
Lytton. She was a formidable character; many years later the Sentinel
wrote; " His wife earned local fame as a fearless ploneer woman in the
lawless sixties, being well-known by the cognomen of "Lady Jane2, In
all thelr ventures she played a leading part.”

In 1868 they pre-empted land on Tranquille River, just above what
were then the H.B.C. hayfields} and soon afterwards Fortune retired
from the service to devote his whole time to his farm.

“In 1868, too, James MeIntosh had built = grist mill at Tranquille,
‘and Fortune soon Jjoined him in this highly successful enterprise.
MeIntosh later withdrew from the partnership, but the mill continued
active for many years. At first it was a flour mill only, but equipment
for lumber was soon added.

Production was high; in 1878 the H.B.C. exported high-grade flour
~ to Quesnel, and the lumber was in great demand for C.P.R. construction.
The mill closed in 1890, probably owing to competétion from McIntosh's






