20.

The King of Kamloops }{&f)&/%ﬂ

James McIntosh wes born in Ottewa in 1842, At the age of twenty
he, like sc many of B.C's picneers, was lured westward by tales of gold.

. He travelled vie Fsnema tc San Frenclsco, and then on tec Viectoria.
He joined e party of Cariboo proepectors which inocluded Jemes Reid (later
3enator) and Arthur Stevenson (later roasd superintendent at Lytton)
AZhey made thelr way up Harrison Lake to Lillocet, and so to Williams
Cresk-=a strenuous 550 miles.

MeIntosh spent two unsgccessful gseasons mining, and then decided 1t
would be more profitable to work as an express and mail cerrier. His
route lay between Barkervlille end Williams Lake; he carrled up to 901b
on his back on these trips.

In 1665 he returned to Vietoria, and at once joined the gold rush
to Leech river, He had 1ittle suecess, and plalled to return hone, but
regceived news that his parents had died in Cttawa, and therefore decided
to stay in E.C.

In the fall of 1865 he made his way to Kamlocops, and was enployed
by the/Hi¥I®/ H.E.C., together with A,G. Pemberton and Broek MeWueen,
in the constructiom of the steamer "Marten". She was built near the
Chase ranch on Littlq Shuswap, and completed by April 1866, ready to
take passengers and Yreight to Seymour Arm for the Big Bend gold rush,

Jamea Melntosh was somewhat more successful in this brief mining
ven ture, and next year bought & mule train and resumed packing end
carrying mail on various contractas between Yale and Blg Bend.

In 1868 he pre-empted land sbove Tranquille River, and jolned William
Fortune in building the first grist =11l in the distriet. The Tranquille
mill became very successful, but the psrtnership was not, and MeIntosh
withdrew and resumed packing.

In 1871 he acquired 100 acres east of the H.B.C. property, land that
later became very valuable as the first townsite of Kamloops--the whole
of the present west end. Ve buillt & small cabin, and startdd a carpentry
business, but there was then little demend for sush work, Howevsr,
he obtained the contr.ct,at $925.00, for the new H.BE.C. store; this was
supnosed to be completed at the end of 1872, but a very severed winter
caused some delay,.,. Factor John Tait pralsed his work,

MeIntosh then became a road contractor, nctably for the Savong--
Kamloops and EKamloops=-Nicola routes. He also bullt sections of the
Sumas and New Westminster--Yale roads, and cut a good cattle trall between
Nicola and Hope.

-
In 16797 he formed a partnership with his brother-in-law J.¥. Uasher,

J«A, Mara and W.B. Wilson, and bullt the Shuswap Mill, at the west end

of the present Riverside Park. MecIntosh wss manager, and remained at the

head of this very successful enterprise until it burnt down in 1501,

They imported the best machinery available, and production was high,
except on a few occasliona when the mill was flooded. In 1882 they were
producing 15,000 feet of lumber and 50 barrels of Tlour daily.

Grain was brought by scow from the 3outh Thompson and Shuswap Tarms,
and even from the Okanagan. Logs were, rafted down the river by various
contmac tors; for many years J. H&rtney§a Shuswap lumber camps provided






