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In early fur-trading days the companies used Indian cances for
salmon trading, but furs were carried overland by the brigade horse trains.
Lumber, particularly from the North Thompson area, was rafted down, the
ogs having first been squred where felled.

In 1860, however, the HBC decided they needed a bigger vessel, and
d-talls of this were given by chief clerk William Manson in their journal,
The keel was 30 feet long, and the carpentery was meticulously carried out
by Valette, assisted by "Jack". It was furnished with mast and yardarm, as
well as oars, and was launched, . Ma: 7/, (%6

This boat apparently had no name, being referred to as the batteau.
It proved very usefull for bringing goods up from Savona's Ferry, and
fetching furs and dried salmon from the Upper Lakes (Shuswap). In August
1861 Chapperon, a rancher and packnr; rented it for §50 to carry 20 Chinese
and their supplies to "Spillmshtzeen", where there was a brief gold rush.

In May of 1862 the battean fetched shingles for the third fort, then
being built on the south side of the river. It proved invaluable in taking
goods from the old North Kamloops site to the new post.

In 1865 there was great excitement over gold discoveries in the Big
Bend area, and eager miners rushed through Kamloops on the arduous trek.
The HBC ambitiously decided to ease the transport difficulties, and net a
handsome profit, by building the first steamer in the interior. This could
carry men and freight from Savona's Ferry to Earmour; }gav a portage of =
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They built the "Marten" at the Chase ranch at Shuswap, with whip-
sawed lumber from the vicinity. Brock MeQueen was employéd for this purpose;
his efforts marked the beginning of the lumber industry here. Carpenters
A, G. Pemberton and James McIntosh worked throungh the winter.

Machinery haj to be brought from the coastj this stimulated the
buillding of a road from Cache Creek to Savona to carry wheeled traffic,
This was finished by contractor Gus B, Wright in the early spring of 1866,
Meantime, as soon as the ice melted, the "Marten" sailed and drifted down
to Savona, where the machinery was 1nstalled. S o i1 Ml
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Dgapitakal% ghaua g%rr%:ultias, the steamer was ready by the end of
April, and was kep usy a that season taking miners and their supplie _
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But her glory was shortlived. Some kind of accident happened during
the winter, and next April carpenters William Reece and George Watt arrived
to repair her, then berthed at Savona. They seem to have had no success; in
June Chief Trader Moffat reported that she had been secured as safely as
possible. In Seplember she was with difficulty crossed to the sonth side of
the lake for the winter.

Meantime huge numbers of miners had been passing through Kamloops
on foot; most returned disappointed, and the following years showed a
decline, George Birmingham ran a freight boat during 1867, but little is
‘mown of this; it was not a steamer,
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The "Marten" continued useless at Savona, Her furniture was removed
and brought to Kamloops in September 18633 Next month William Charles wrote
in the HBC journal that Captain White of the Steamer "W9" (of the Calumbia
River) arrived with his pilot Pinkston to investigate the possibility of
taking the "Marten" down to Yale.
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