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Kamloops 100 Years Ago. (GJ{ Hﬂ.‘?/:;uf/u
The Mugeum has recently recelved several queries as to what Kaglanps
““was like 100 years ago. Some people imagine 1t as a fur-trading fort with
= ,igh palisades, subject to frequent ralds from wilé Indlam tribes. At the
other extreme, some visualise it as a bustlisg little town with feirly easy
communications, active trade, and other relatively moderr facilities. There
vwas even a recent request for a photograph of the Overlamders arriving om
their rafts in 15621
During this cemtemmial year it will perhaps help put Kamloops' history
into perspective to describe briefly the stage that development had reached
in 1867, and ther to devote ome article each moath to the Hudson's Bay
Company jourmal for the same period 100 years ago.
The settlement was still basgieally a H.B.C. post. Eerlier it had been
kmaown as Thompson's River Post, with Kam-a-loops used to refer to the Indiam
settlement omly. Now, however, is was usually called Eamloops, slthough

Thompson's River Outfit" was used ia official H.3.C. documents uatil 1880.

= The pslisaded fort om the Forth Kamloops site had been abandoned im
1862, with many of the buildings being moved over the river. The post in
1867 was on the site of the present West End Auto Court, and comsisted of a
large and fairly modera store, a well-built Factor's house, several smsller
houges and cabiams for H.B.C. workers, a fur store, a large barm, stables,
and an ammumnitioa store some distamce away.

There was a small fenced gardem, and a femced horse corral for branding
and for collecting pack horses. Abdut six men were employed the year rouad,
with many others hired for pack traim trips, haying, and other seasonal work.

There were mo fortifications whatsoever. There had never been serious
trouble with the Indiams of this district; the murder of Samuel Black in

~-184%1 was a persomal and mot a tribal affair, and the occasional battle of
‘wr its between Johm Tod and# Chief Nicola ané others had loag been forgotten,
and replaced by peaceful tradiag.

The Indiam populatiom had bsea seriously reduced, probably to much






