THE PIONEER CEMETERY f{/a.v?/éaf( 6 . e
In fur-trading days the H.B.C. had a small graveyard near their
_post, and there was a large one on the Indian land. But when, in the later
1860s and 70s, the small village of Kamloops was developing immediately to
the east of the H.B.C. post, a cemetery was needed.

A small plot of land was provided by John Peterson, who then farmed
on the present site of Kamloops, with his house just west of the mouth of
Jacko's (Peterson) Creek. The land was given by friendly verbzl agreement
to the Government Agent John Ussher, subsequently murdered in 1379 by the
MeLean gang.,

Thére were no deeds transferring the property, and when the Touwnsite
Syndicate bought Peterson's land in 1384, title to the cemetery was included
in the sale, This later led to argument, as the syndicate charged fees for
interment, and Peterson himself had to pay $8.00 for the burial of his wife
on land he had donated to the Government. Fe clso Jud & fﬂz-ut) ftes an of

By 1897 there was considerable dissatisfsction with this arrangement,
and the cemetery was somewhat crowded. Eventually the Clty bought land for
a new one, which came into use at the end of 1893. The Pioneer Cemetery,
however, continued to be used for burials in pre-existing family plots.

Over thchaur?e of years the old cemetery became overgrown and
derelict, and H;ZELi;ﬁéually converted into a small grassed park with its
surrounding trees. Most of the graves were then unmarked; with-decaying
stones or nﬂnu~at-ﬂii;“hﬂéigﬁgjﬁhrviving headstones were moved to one
corner, where they are still plainly legible, and ygll Hn;th visitiqg ;ar a
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brief glimpse of early history. thh- V“j | g ‘o

There follows an alphahaticalbiis£ ;f haa;;tunes still visihla, with
a few facts about the families concerned. In a few cases no information has
been obtained; if any readers can supply the Museum with detalls it would
@ greatly appreciated,
- Elizabeth Canniff died on September 23, 1899, aged 49. She was the
wife of Miles Wellington Canniff, CPR shopman, who himself died in 1906.

Their son William H. also lived in Kamloops at this time.






