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Early land use in the Kamloops area was almost entirely
devoted to horse-breeding and cattle ranching, which will not be
considered here, But in the period 1900-1910 agriculture_iﬁ‘the local
district was in a state of transition. The older practice of ranching
was being supplanted by the introduction of vegetable,_grgﬁn,_and '
fruit farming.

As more and more settlers moved into the area ldter to
become North Kamlcops, Kamloops south, Brocklehurst, Valleyview,
Rosehill, and Westsyde, the large cattle holdings were forced to move
their livestock up=-valley, into the plateaus, and the fertile valley
bottom was increasingly taken up for farming,

Climatiec and Soil Conditions.

In a supplement to The Inland Sentinel published by the
paper in 1904, Kamloops and her surrounding areas are called "The Land
of Heart's Desire", This supplement was distributed throughout B.C.,
and in many parts of Lanada and the United States.

Since its purpose was to attract sebvtlers, the writers
tended to paint a rather rosy picture of life in the Thompson valley,

The climate of Kamloops was termed"delightful". The
summers were never excessively hot, and the temperature always dropped
at dusk to ensure a cool sleeping temperature, In winter the writers
claimed that the seasom never lasted more than four months, from
November to karch, and that the amount of frost never exceeded four
degrees. The snowfall never exceeded four to eight inches in depth,
and the ground was bare in some places in the valley.

: However, in the adjacent column the tgmperaturé of one day
in January was quoted as thirty degrees below zero! In truth, the

temperatures of the Kamloops region are not as pleasant as claimed



2,
They are often well beyond the eighty degree mark in summer and do not

recede at nightfall, and the winter temperatures most certainly surpass
foyur degrees of frost,

In an article on scil conditions in the area a much more
reliable source, the B.C. Government Inspector, quoted conditions very
favorable for Kamloops' development as an agricultural centre, His
report states: "The scil is 2 rich alluvial deposit of a very fertile
nature when sufficiently irrigated., It is well adapted to the growing
of farm crops and has exceptional value for the growing of fruits
which succeed in the temperate zone.," In all, the climate and soil
conditions along the South, North, and Thompson nivers were regarded
as very suitable for successful fruit and mixed farming.

Livestock

Foultry ranching was never carried out to any great extent,
although many families kept their own chickend, The only large-scale
operation was the Pioneer Pountry “anch, four miles east of Kamloops.
This enterprise changed hands many times and spent considerable sums
on improvements. Although the ranch had a good market in the locality
and in Vanccuver, they apparently over-estimated the demand, and were
finally sold out in 1918,

There was no organized hog industry in hamloops, although
many faricers kept a few pigs for their own consumption, and Grande
Prairie (Westwold) was famous for its fine pork. The market did not
warrant a large-scale operation,

Ever since the hudson's Bay Company introduced large pack-
brigades into the interior, heorse=-breeding and raising was a lucrative
business venture, but HBEC stock had deteriorated latterly.

During the decade under consideration horses found a ready
tiarket both in ranches in the wicinity and also for export to the

HGthwez? Territories, but quality of stock rather than quantity was

now stressed. The larger and heavier draft horses, Clydesdales, Shires,







