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obo Jungle in Kamloops by John Stewart

As a transportation centre Kamloops has always been a stopping point
for travellers of all kinds, including hobos. Even today many people looking
for nork}ur simply hitchhiking about the countryjpass through the city every
daye

The great depression of the 1920s sent thousands of people; mostly young
men, searching the country for work. There were some unique problems of attitude
which produced this transient population. Married men received relief in their
home towns but the single unemployed only received minimal relief at 25 and 40
cents per day for a meal.

Their problems were handled by setting up relief camps which supplied room
and board plus $7.50 per month for labour given, usually road work. Mhay reluc-
tantly accepted the situation but others rebelled at the low wages, military
discipline and often meaningless work, They opted for the freedom of travelling
and only used the relief camps when absolutely desperate for food and shelter.

Most towns only supplied one meal for non=local unemployed and then forced
them to move on. Since there was little or no work anywhere these unemployed
constantly moved from town to town. Communities along highways or rail lines
handled a few hundred meals a day for hobos as they were commonly called. But
Kamloops, being a divisional point for both¢ major railways as well as a high=-
way junction, handled around 2008:a day., Of course the warm weather here helped
as well,

Eefore the setting up of relief camps, the transient unemployed gathered in
a makeshift camp on the point on the Indian Reserve across from Riverside Park,
The police enforced this by asking any hobo found camping elsewhere in the city
to move to the hobo jungle on the peint, This camp or jungle remained in use

with a varying population throughout the depression years. The numbers varied
from one hundred to several hundred and sometimes over a thousand.unemployed
iLE

at 3 time. Most stayéd for only a day or two and some for longer periods}"ﬂ

few were more or less permanent rtesidents of the jungle.
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Rumomrs were rife in the city about conditions in the jungle. Some
people had hysterical fantasies about epidemic diseases and sex-starved
revolutionairies waiting to pounce on an unwary city. T%e newspaper unfor=
tunalely often encouraged thesg¢myths in some of its reporting on the jungle.

Finally,though,in July of 1931, a Sentinel reporter visited the hobe
camp and returned with a favourable report on the conditions there. At that
time there were about a hundred people living in tents and paper shacks on
either side of the CNR tracks, each with a neat pile of firewood beside it.
Among the hobos was one 14 year old boy and a young girl. Contrary to rumour
there was no red flag flying over the camp but rather a red, white and blue one.

The camp appeared orderly and sanitary and there was no sign of agitators.
The only trouble had been that the Indians on the Reserve had been upset at the
transients for cutting down good trees for firewood. This was soon solved by
the men gathering df¥wood only. In general ther@ was very little trouble caused
by the large numbers of transients except for occasional drunkeness and a good
deal of panhandlinge

4 large measure of the credit for the lack 1f trouble can go to Kamloops
police chief Charles Anderson who handled the situation with a steady and
understanding hand. More than onee in interviews and memoirs the unemployed
themselves expressed their thanks to him for his fairness and common sense.
Word in the hobo world was that people would receive fair treatment and a decent
meal in Kamloops. There was little trouble because the men were left alone.

Some of the credit can slso go to the unemployed who took pride in a clean
and well-run camp. During the worst time for them in 1931 and 1%32 a group of
about 24 young men under D.L. Curtis, "the barber", organized themselves under
the name "the United Order of Beavers". They took it upon themselves to main-
tain discipline and morale in the jungle and to see that things were kept
sanitary. They were well-respected by Kamloops citizens and were even glven an
honourary banquet by the Baptist Church. When the Province tock over the local
soup kitchen Curtis was the supervisor andiaﬂen were the staff,

The most detailed and interesting account of the hobo jungle in Kamloops
has been written by Sidney Hutcheson, a native of the Kootenays, who spent a
good deal of time travelling in E.C. and the rest of Canada te survive during
the depression. In his book Depression Stories he devotes a whole chapter to-a
description of the jungle at Kamloops.

Mr, Hutcheson's memories of Kamloops during this difficult time are cenerally






