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Gold and Pioneers
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The site of the present Tranguille Centre at the mouth
of Tranquille Creek has a long and colourful history. In
prehistoric times a band of Shuswap Indians used the location
as a winter camp and many of their winter pit house sites
have been destroyed by subsequent development.

The name Tranguille derives from Chief Pacamoos of that
band who was given the nickname Tranquille by the fur
traders. A friend of the traders, the Chief died at
Pavilion in 1841, His nephew Kiskowskin felt induced to kill
Samuel Black, the Chief Factor for the Hudson's Bay Company
fort at Kamloops, in the possible belief that the white man's
"bad medicine" had caused the Chief's death.

Through the 1840's and 1850's the fur trade brigade
trail from the northern interior to Kamloops passed along the
north shore of Kamloops Lake. Otherwise, the area remained
quiet until gold was discovered.

In 1857 a Scotsman named James Houston discovered gold
at Tranquille. PFor the next few years, hundreds of miners
flocked to the creek in search of riches. By 1861 there were
150 miners there and in 1867 there were two or three hundred
Chinese miners. After that, gold production fell off rapidly
though a few Chinese worked their claims until about 1890.
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Hydraulic mining began in 1892 when miners built a 25-
foot high dam on the creek. Another small gold boom occurred
in 1896 but died out again by the early 1900's. As late as
1957, a group of old prospectors continued working claims
they had staked during the Depression of the 1930's.

In the meantime, Anable St. Germain became the first
permanent, non-Indian resident when he settled on the west
side of the creek mouth in 1858. He did not legally register
his pre-emption, however, until 1867 when Thomas Duxbury pre-

empted land on the east side of the mouth.

In 1868, two important Kamloops pioneers, William
Fortune and James McIntosh, pre-empted land adjoining to the
-east and north of Duxbury's property. Fortune had been among
the famous Overlanders of 1862 and McIntosh later became the
"King of Kamloops" when he owned most of the old town west of
First Avenue.

In 1868, the two partners began the first grist mill and
sawmill in the area, and one of the earliest in the interior,
along Kamloops Lake. It was run by a waterwheel using water
brought by flume from Tranguille Creek. Two years later they
parted ways and McIntosh sold his share of the land and mill
to Fortune.

William Fortune married Jane McWha in 1869 and she
became known to most people in the district as Lady Jane.
She was a formidable person and a capable businesswoman who
played a large role in the couple's future success. Besides
operating a prosperous farm, they continued the mill despite
a fire in 1886 and a final disastrous one in 1898.






