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JAMES B, LEIGHTON

James Buie Leighton of Savona was one of the most active and well-known
of the pioneers of the Kamloops region. During his long and varied life he
had careers as a store manager, express agent, telegraph operator, stage
coach driver and manager, horse racer, rancher, politician and historian.

J. B. Leighton was born the son of James Leighton and Isabella Buie in
Scotland in 1851. He was less than a year old when his parents took him to
California via Cape Horne. After three shipwrecks and a seven month journey
they arrived in San Francisco in 1853. Here James Senior managed a gold mine
until his death.

In 1863 the widowed Isabella took her eight sons and one daughter to
British Columbia where she had two brothers who were merchants. There James
attended school for two years in Victoria before setting out to the interior.

He began work at his uncle's store at Lytton in the spring of 1865 at
the age of thirteen. As a boy he had an active and mischievous nature that

was soon tempered by the business skills learned from his uncle.

A few months later he was sent to work in his uncle's branch store at
Barkerville which was then at the height of its mining activity. By the time
he was fifteen James was not only managing the store, but was also the sub-
agent for Barnard's Express stage coaches at Barkerville,
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As the only youngster among the thousands of miners along William's
Creek he was universally known as "the boy". Some miners, perhaps the
victims of the more mischievous side of his nature, predicted "the boy" would
probably hang before he reached twenty-one.

Leighton's uncle died in 1873 and his property was sold to support his
family, forcing his nephew James to find new work. Perhaps with the help of
his sister Margaret, who had married R.B. McMicking, the Telegraph Superin-
tendent, James became a telegraph operator, stage coach driver and express
agent. He served at most of the offices between Barkerville and Lytton over

the next eight years.

In 1881, while working at Spences Bridge, Leighton bid on, and won, the
mail contract for a new stage route from Cache Creek to Kamloops and the
Okanagan. From then until the railway was completed five years later he
pperated his own stage line.

During his travels Leighton met Elizabeth Jane Uren, daughter of Savona
and B.C. pioneer James Uren. Elizabeth, known affectionately as Jennie, was
a popular young lady who had broken hearts from the Okanagan to Barkerville,
Born in Yale in 1861, she was also the first white child born in the interior
of B.C.

In 1881 Jennie became the first postmistress and telegraph operator at
Savona, having learned telegraphy from James Leighton. The two were married
in Clinton on January 19, 1882, and took up residence at Savona on the north
side of the lake.
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Jennie nearly lost her new husband less than five weeks after their
wedding. On February 24 he was driving the mail coach on the ice of Kamloops
Lake, followed by Stephen Tingley in a cutter. About 200 yards from
Tranguille Leighton's stage broke through the ice even though the temperature
was 10° below zero farenheit. Tingley raced to shore and obtained help from
Charles Cooney, but they toc broke through the ice. Finally, an Indian at
Cooney's managed to rescue them all. The stage and cutter were lost, but
Leighton rescued the mail.

James also began a ranch at Savona which eventually grew to 1,800 acres
with 2,400 more under lease. As his enterprises prospered he took on more
responsibilities. When the flood of 1894 swept away the Savona Bridge he
operated a ferry service until a new bridge was completed in 1906.

Leighton was a life-long Liberal and he received a few federal appoint-
ments. Besides serving as Indian Agent, he was appointed Fishery Overseer
for the district in 1897. As well, his fellow ranchers chose him as the

Cattlemen's Overseer.

That September James accepted the position as General Superintendent for
the B.C. Express Company. Though he had to resign from his government
positions, his new appointment was greeted with satisfaction by most people
who trusted his ability and experience.

Leighton stayed with the company until 1905 and was one of the last
superintendents for the stage service from Ashcroft to Barkerville. In 1909
automobiles were introduced on the run and the colourful history of the B.C.
Express ended by 1915.






