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Though the river level has now begun to drop, there was some concern
earlier that the Thompson River could flood this year. The river of course
has overflowed its banks peiodically for thousands of years. But this caused
little concern until people began to build in endangered areas.

Today much of Kamloops, particularly on the north shore, Westsyde and
Mission Flats, is built on the flood plain. Even the industrial park on the
Indian Reserve is built on old hay meadows watered by annual flooding.

The fur traders began the dangerous practice of building on flood plains
in Kamloops. In 1842 the Hudson's Bay Company built a new fort in what is
now North Kamloops. Unfortunately it was located on a site lower than the
high water and occasionally it was flooded. At least once the residents had
to use canoes to move about the fort. The last flooding was in 1860 only a
couple of years before a new fort was constructed on higher ground on the
south side of the river. 1870 was another high year and in 1876 the Hudson's
Bay Company property on the north shore was badly flooded, damaging
buildings, corrals and fields.

In 1880 the Catholic missionary Father Le Jeune was amazed that the old
high water mark in the Fraser Canyon was far above his head. He was more
amazed in June of 1882 when the water rose seven or eight feet over this 1876
mark. This, the highest river level known to that time, heavily damaged the
Cariboo wagon road. The high water also hampered railway construction then
underway in the Fraser Canyon. In 1888 the road bridge at Savona was nearly
destroyed by high water.
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The small village of Kamloops, which grew up along West Victoria Street,
was little bothered by flood waters as the riverbank is fairly high there.
However, the Shuswap Milling Company's sawmill was built on the low ground
that is now the west end of Riverside Park. It was flooded often and yearly
became almost an island.

The highest water in the recorded history of British Columbia was in
June of 1894. As communications were still sporadic, there was little
warning of the rapid rise in river levels throughout the province. The
Columbia River was completely out of control, and the first word of trouble
came from Revelstoke where mudslides hampered railway traffic.

The CPR suffered the greatest damage from the 1894 flood. Bridges were
carried away, embankments caved in and in many places the tracks were several
feet under water. In Revelstoke the lower part of town was inundated,
including the smelter.

Railway and road bridges were destroyed or damaged all along the
Thompson River. The road bridge at Savona was swept away as were the ones at
Ashcroft and Spences Bridge. On May 27 the CPR bridge over the Nicola River
swayed when a train crossed, only to be swept away an hour later,

At Kamloops the water came very close to some back doors on the north
side of West Victoria Street, and the paddlewheeler "Spallumcheen" was taken
downstream and broken up by the flood waters. Trains were stranded at
Kamloops from June 7 to 12 and the passengers were entertained with events
1like baseball games with the CPR staff.

The only reason that the flood of 1894 wasn't a truly massive disaster
was that the province was still sparsely settled. Most of the flooded areas
were at that time still farm fields or bush.






