oS Mabtse

Dr. Sibree Clarke, the first Mayer of Kamloops, remains a
 shadowy figure in our leoecal history. Although he was the chief
maegistrate of Kamloops for only six months, he was a prominekt
buginessman and active in community affairs fer over twelve years.
In 1837 Rev. W. Clarke and his family emigrated from Coventry,

Bngland. They settled first in London, Ont., moving teo Dresden
sometime later. Sibree Clarke arrived in Canada aged four. Though
there is no information as to where he received his training, he
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apparently practised as a surgeon and physician in Dresden for 25
years. His father had been a popular Anglican minister and he had

at least two brothers, the Rev. W.F. Clarke who wes a noted
agriculturgédsst and Dr. John F, Clarke whd was sheriff in Thunder Bay
at his death. Michael Hagan, the editor of the Sentinel, mentions
having known John,!?or Hagen had been editor of the Thunder Bay paper
beffre coming to B.C.

In 1ﬂﬂjqﬂf1i01|ﬁ west to New Westminster and, in partnership
with 8.D. Curtis, opened a drug store. A year later his son John
8. Clarke as co-partne}’along with Robert D. Kerr established Kerr
& Clarke Drug Store in Eamloops. They opened for business on Main
Street in Jyly 1884. Dr. Sibree Clarke visited Eamloops in 1885 on
& profeseional vieit to Eagle Pass. John, a civil engineer with the
C.F.R. left the business to persue his career, and his father took
over the partnership. In 1886 the business name was changed to Clarke
& Co., Kerr had presumably left town.

Apgod-Biy-Bibrec-Clarke At an age when most people consider
retiring, Sibree Clark began a new business in a new locality, =
move he seemed never to tire of. Kamloops in 1886 was at the height
of a boom caused by the completion of the C.P.R., and the creation of
a major commercial centre. Almost imcediately upon arrival, Clarke






