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Kamloops is presently concerned, once agzain, with the threat

ﬁf flooding, since snow packs are abnormally high, and so is the water

xﬂbontent, and the danger depends on the rate of thaw, Because of this
concern, the Museum has been asked for details of 1894, the year when our
river reached its highest recorded level.

Since, of course, snow packs were not then measured, and indeed
very little information came to town from the headwaters, there was no real
warning., The Inland Sentinel of May 25, 1894, mentioned minor mudslides
west of Hhevelstoke, and that the Fraser was rising very fast - but there
was no hint of serious concern, despite the fact that weather was hot,

But trouble then came quickly, although news reached Kamloops
only intermittently, since telegraph lines were "very delapidated"™ and soon
altogether out of action, as was much of the C.P.K. line, By May 27 the

__railway bridge over the Nicola swayed when a train crossed, and was swept
gi'r"gwrtly afterwards,

On the same day the old paddlewheeler "Spallumcheen", berthed
above the Shuswap Mill (now Hiverside Park), floated on the rising flood
and broke from her moorings, The small steamer "Queen", recently launched,
managed to fasten a tow line, but the old boat was too heavy, They were
able to anchor her below the electric light works, but she dragzed her
anchor and drifted below the Mission (now the pulp-mill), and broke up,

Meantime the lower Fraser steamers were busyl{ rescuing some
few settlers marconed near Chilliwack, and carrying stranded C.P.H. pass-
engers to the coast., Passengers were also delayed at North Bend, while the
traffic through Kamloops in both directions was completely halted on May 29,
Others near Revelstoke made the best of an enforced stay by producing their

—awn cheerful newspaper, the Clanwilliam Hustler.
- Richard Marpole, C.P.R. superintendent, supervised work east |
off Kamloops, clearing the line as mud slides followed each other with very

depressing regularity. The Columbia at Hevelstoke ran completely wild; the
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city wharves and smelter were inundated. The large span-of the
Illecillewaet bridse broke loose and swung downstream, anchored by only
__one pier; later the whole structure was washed away; as was the bridge
at Golden.,

On June 3 trestles at Pan;;'s (later Walhachin) washed out,
and the train from the coast was saved only because Charles Pennie was
able to flag it, A little later the embankment gave way two miles east
of Kamloops, and engzine and tender slid into the river,

Railway service was completely stopped by June 7 for five days;
passengers marooned in Kamloops were very philosophic about it, and the
citizens were very welcoming, even promoting a baseball match,

The Thompson's tributaries also suffered; bridges around Salmon
Arm gave way, and many settlers had to leaveg their homes., The Nicola
went on the rampage; stage driver Robert Clark on May 20 was unable to
drive his team through to Spences Bridge, but delivered the mail on

~~horse-back, Next week even this transport was impossible,

William Fortune found the Tranquille road quite impassable on
May 29; instead he sailed to Kamloops, where water was rising an inch
each hour, The Shuswap Mill {now Riverside Park) was already very wet,

On June 2 the fine new steel bridge at Ashcroft was swept away{
next day the wooden one at Savona floated downstream, carrying with it a/
rash Yapanese angler, who somehow scrambled ashore after a hectic %35 Aoz 4 1
miles, Alex Hardie(ﬁnd higjteaﬁ narrowly escaped as the bridge broke. |

On June 8, "Mr., A.Skevenson, road superintendent, by working
night and day with his men, saved Lytton bridge, Planking was removed
from the middle to prevent it being lifted off its piefﬁ, and the approaches
were laden down with rocks." Next day the river started falling, but the

~ fabric of the bridge must have weakened, for it too wa#’lost}
£ The only bridge to survive was that at Kamlnﬁpt serving the east
side of the Horth Thompson, near the present Red Eridge;31ﬁwwas not

subjected to the force of the North Thompson, and this bq&ﬂﬁpa saved it,






